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Finding the Strength To Achieve Dreams

Consider including Pajaro 
Valley Shelter Services in 
your will when planning  
your estate or living trust.  
Tax  ID#94-1393418

Join us at our 33rd Mother’s Day 
Run/Walk For Shelter

Complete the enclosed registration form. Don’t 
miss the chance to help families move out of 
homelessness. 

“Living-hour-by-hour, you don’t really think 
about next week. You think, my kids need 

to eat in an hour, then it’s time to find a 
safe place to sleep.” 

Empowerment

Let’s live in a community where every family 
has a home.

Since age 18, Jessica has been a Gymnastics instructor at Parks & 
Recreation. Though continuously employed, she was in a domestic violence 
situation that created hardships for her and her two children. “Even though 
staying is the worst thing you can do, when you don’t have stable housing, 
it becomes hard to leave.” After many attempts, she found herself ready 
to leave. This began her four-month experience of homelessness with her 
two children. During this time, she faced challenges of safety, stability, and 
financial discipline, which caused her to live on an hour-by-hour, day-by-day 
basis. She said, “when living hour-by-hour, you don’t really think about next 
week. You think, my kids need to eat in an hour, then it’s time to find a safe 
place to sleep.” 

What has changed? 

PVSS’ shelter provided 
a safe environment 
and programs to develop skills. “I feel like I can be myself. I’m grateful that 
I regained respect from my kids. Before leaving my partner, I didn’t have a say in anything. Now, my kids love 
me and feel proud of me, because now, I am a leader.” Through attending workshops and case management, 
Jessica gained independence and met her program goals. She said, “I am inspired to do more.”
Before graduating from PVSS, she was accepted to Cal State University Monterey Bay. Jessica is a current 
CSUMB student, majoring in Kinesiology. 

“It was an eye-opener to see how strong I can be: financially and disciplinarily. My children can count on me 
because I have broken the cycle.” –Jessica Sanchez
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How would you describe the event to someone who has never participated, or is 
interested in being involved? 

I always encourage people to participate, especially new runners, because in addition to helping a worthy 
organization, this race has a personal and community-centric touch that I haven’t found in any other races I’ve 
done. One of my favorite things about this race is that you can easily connect with the runners around you 
because you’re all there running for the betterment of your community. 

This race has a big heart and it shows on race days when you cross the finish line and you’re showered with 
applause, shouts of congratulations, and high fives by your neighbors and those who finished before you. It 
makes you feel like a rock star no matter how fast or slow you went through the course.

Honoring Her Mother’s Memory 
at the Mother’s Day Run

Mother’s Day Run Highlight

Why do you run? What does being a 
part of this annual event mean to you?

I decided two years ago to make this an annual tradition 
to honor my mother who passed away in 2007. After her 
death, I searched for a way I could express my feelings 
about her passing, while simultaneously honoring the 
person she was. When I learned about this race, I knew 
instantly that this is what I wanted to do for her. Not only 
does it promote a healthy outlet for my grief, it also gives 
me the opportunity to say thank you to my mom, and all 
moms, by supporting an organization I know she would 
have been proud of.

My mother had a lot of struggles in her life and at times she found herself on the brink of being homeless. 
Giving back to an organization that would have made a profound impact on her wellbeing, safety, and future 
helps to alleviate some of the feelings of helplessness I experienced with her passing.

This year I have invited a few friends, who have also lost their mothers, to run the course with me. My hope is 
that it will give them something positive to focus on- on a day that is always extremely difficult for us. I’ve found 
this tradition, even though it’s a relatively new one, to be an amazing way for me to channel my sorrow and 
anxiety about Mother’s Day into a pathway for helping other moms and their children. 

Shannon Brock,
Mother’s Day Runner

“... in addition to helping a worthy organization, this race has a 
personal and community-centric touch... because you’re all there 
running for the betterment of your community.”

Inspiration



All clients save. All savings withdrawls require receipts, showing proof of the expenditures. 
For example, a mother needs to withdraw $30 for a bus pass. She would provide the receipt after 
she purchases the bus pass.

In the 1-year and 2-year transitional programs:

• Twelve times per year, each transitional family provides all pay stubs and all receipts. Each
household completes a monthly budget form of all expenses and income. This is accountability
for savings and for expenditures.

Araceli works for a local catering company and has lived in 
Watsonville for 17 years. Though she was not homeless on the 
street with her 3 boys ages 5, 6 and 12, she rented a room in a 
house where her landlord verbally often attacked and humiliated 
her. She lived in this stressful environment for 5 years without a 
rental contract, and the landlord took advantage of her. People 
in the community directed Araceli to PVSS. “Now, my kids can 
run around outside, sit on the couches and play freely with 
toys. They can have a childhood, and enjoy learning at the 
workshops.”

Though finding permanent housing within her budget is difficult, 
Araceli now feels like she has a support system and guidance, 
and doesn’t feel alone anymore. “I feel motivated now, and don’t 
feel desperation anymore. I only have two subjects left to 
finish my GED. I dream of being economically stable and 
happy.” 

Mother Finds a Safe Home 
for Her Children

“I feel safe. I started working on my 
GED. My kids have fun learning at 

the STEM workshops.” 

Araceli is a current client in 
PVSS’ Transitional Housing Program.

Determination

Families live in PVSS’ programs while they 
build skills for self-sufficiency.

48 onsite 
workshops 
per year

80 families save 
money each year

Safe and stable 
environment for families 

to live

Donations to PVSS also support…



GenerosityCircles of Giving

Circles of Giving History
The Circles of Giving began in 2009 with the Silver Circle, 
formed by long-time Shelter Services’ supporters Diane Cooley 
and Mary Solari. It is a group of visionary and philanthropic 
donors committed to the sustainability of Pajaro Valley Shelter 
Services and the mission of ending homelessness for families 
with children. Circle members make a commitment to support 
at a particular gift level, for three or more years.

Together we can end family homelessness in our 
community!

Join PVSS’ Circles of Giving Program 
and pledge to give for a three-year period, 
to support the continuity of our services 
to move families out of homelessness. 

Join The Inner Circle 
Of Changemakers!

Gold Circle - $2,500 or more level for 3 years

Silver Circle - $1,000 or more level for 3 years

Sister’s Circle - $5,000 or more level for 3 years

Ruby Circle - $500 or more level for 3 years

Make a 3-year pledge and contribute 
to the stability of PVSS!

Contact Kimberly Ferm at kimberly@pvshelter.org or (831) 728-5649 x102 for more information.

Did you know?

Clients at PVSS are employed in these professions:

• Dental Assistant

• Electrician

• Restaurant Cook

• Office Management

• Employee at the County of Santa Cruz 

• Caregiver

• And many more



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jimmy Dutra, President
Watsonville City Council Member
Realtor, Tri County Real Estate

Lindsay Prudzynski,
Vice President / Secretary
Support Service Coordinator
Community Hospital of
Monterey Bay

Jessica Dixon, Treasurer/Secretary
Decision Support Manager
Dominican Hospital

Tasha Bales, Director
IT Systems Librarian
UCSC

Tyler Burke, Director
Attorney 
The Grunsky Law Firm PC

Casey Clark, Director 
Administrator/Onsite Manager
Trilogy Care Homes

Blanca Johnston, Director
IT Coordinator
Granite Construction Inc.

Shirley Ow, Director
Vice-President, Human Resources
Graniterock

       Andrew Wulf, Director
Director of Product Quality
Driscoll’s Strawberry 
Associates Inc.

ADVISORY BOARD

William Barton
Constance Broz
Diane Cooley
Dick Frodsham
Jay Petersen
Carol Schmidt
Edda Tusinac
Kirt Vojvoda

STAFF

Kimberly Ferm
Executive Director

Therese Adams
Development Director

Annette Melendrez
Program Manager/Case Manager

Danielle Wilcox
Development Coordinator

Laura Solis
Office Manager/HMIS Data

Noeli Perez
Administrative Assistant

Carmen Balandran
Emergency Shelter Manager

Cristina Calderon
Family Services Assistant/ 
Notre Dame Americorps 
Volunteer

Andrew Wulf was raised in Los Altos, 
California. He received an MBA from 
Thunderbird Global Business School and 
a B.A. in Economics and Spanish from 
the University of California, Los Angeles, 
where he was also a cross-country 
runner. After college, he served for 
three years as a Peace Corp Volunteer 
in Panama. During that time, Andrew 
became interested in agriculture and 
small farms. He now works as Director of 
Product Quality at Driscoll’s. 

We are happy to have an enthusiastic 
community member on the PVSS team. 

Andrew is not the only one 
serving with PVSS. His 
wife, Dr. Lola Destro, is 
also a volunteer. 

“I serve on PVSS’ Board because I believe working 
with PVSS is a beautiful way to give back to the 
community. At PVSS, we can empower people 
by offering a way for people stand on their own. 
Giving a heart, and a hand.”

PVSS WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS

“I support PVSS because the 
organization uses evidence-based 
methods to end homelessness.”

Tyler Burke grew up in nearby Aptos, 
CA, where his family still resides. He 
is an attorney with Grunsky Law Firm 
PC, in Watsonville. Tyler is an active 
member of the Santa Cruz County Bar 
Association and is a former president of 
The Advocates, a Santa Cruz County 
Bar Association group for the area’s 
younger attorneys. Tyler earned his 
bachelor’s degree in History from 
the University of California Berkeley, 
focusing on the development of the 
Western United States. He received 
his law degree from Indiana University 
Maurer School of Law, where he was 
a Managing Editor for the Indiana Law 
Journal. Before joining the Grunsky 
Law Firm PC, he interned for Justice 
Richard McAdams of the California 
Court of Appeal, Sixth District, and the 
Santa Clara County District Attorney’s 

Office, Homicide Division. He enjoys attending baseball games, reading science 
fiction, computer programming, electronics and is an avid fan of Cal Football.

Thank you Tyler for giving your time and energy to serve on 
PVSS’ Board of Directors! Dedication

Want to take a tour of our programs? Contact us at 831.728.5649 or info@pvshelter.org to schedule a tour. 




