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Ending homelessness - one family at a time. 
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A Promise of A Lifetime: Justina Vega 

If you CARE that everyone has a home 
and are COMMITTED to a healthier community, take ACTION.

Update from last newsletter - Araceli Graduates!

115 Brennan Street, Watsonville, CA 95076  (831) 728-5649  info@pvshelter.org   www.pvshelter.org

This past May, Araceli, a dedicated mother of 3 young boys, obtained 
her GED. In our Transitional Housing program, she has a safe and 
stable home for her family. Before coming to PVSS, she was in a 
stressful living situation that didn’t allow her to have space for herself. 
On the day of her graduation, Araceli’s dream of being a role model for 
her children came true. She fulfilled her commitment, by working full-
time and obtaining her GED! She is continuing her action by working 
full-time, attending English classes and ultimately making a career as a 
Certfied Nurse Assistant (CNA). 

“My kids witnessed their mother 
walking across the stage. I want 
to be a great example for my 
kids and let them know, yes you 
can.”
  – Araceli, PVSS Client

“I was raised in a very violent and abusive home, and self-medicated 
by eating the wrong foods. After having my children, I made a 
promise to myself that I would exercise for the rest of my life, eat 
healthy, and learn portion control. I always liked sports, and I ran my 
first race when I was 42 years old. As a gift to myself, I do Mother’s 
Day Run nearly every year. I committed that I would stop the violence 
in my family. Because I’ve broken the cycle, my children will never 
experience violence. I’ve been on this journey for a lifetime, and 
I know it is never done. I’m now not afraid to talk about it, to help 
others.”         - Justina Vega, 10k Runner

See full story on facebook: pvshelter

“I’m so happy that PVSS is here for so many families. 
It is not an easy journey.”
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People Making a Difference at PVSSEnding the Cycles of Homelessness Together

Transitional Housing Family Purchases a Home

Monica and Jose Silva have lived in Santa Cruz County for 
more than 32 years. They have 3 children, ages 24, 21, and 
14. Before coming to PVSS, their family was in a stressful 
situation when Jose lost his job. Even though Monica was 
working full-time, they couldn’t afford to pay rent. After they 
were given a 30-day eviction notice, they applied for PVSS’ 
Transitional Housing program. During their time in the 
program, the Silva family thrived and reached stability. Jose 
attended ESL and Computer classes. He also found a job 
that he enjoys. They both improved their credit score, and 
together saved $21,000. Because of their hard work and 
dedication, they are now homeowners. 

What are your plans now? What type of housing did you move into?
“We saved enough money to purchase a two bedroom home in Watsonville. We plan to continue our stability 
economically, physically, and emotionally for our youngest child as he enters high school.”

What was difficult for you?
 “Budget reports were a real struggle for us because we had to keep track of every expense and report it 
to PVSS. Bringing back every receipt was a challenge and we had to be alert when going to the store. It 
was harder to let go of the personal boundaries because the program is in your life. Before coming into the 
program, we did a lot of unconscious spending; there was no planning or budgeting.”

Save the Date!  

Mark Your Calendar!

PVSS’ Upcoming
     Events:

Donor Appreciation Party
Two dates to choose from:

Friday, September 22nd or 
Friday, September 29th

5:30 pm - Take a short tour of our facilities 
6:00 pm - Party & Program

Location: PVSS, 115 Brennan St.,Watsonville

Fall Luncheon 
Thursday, November 2nd at 11:30 am
Location: TBD

 
Thank you for making this 
your family tradition!

2017 Mother’s Day 
Run/Walk for Shelter

* 100+ volunteers coordinated by 
   Benna Dimig and Annemarie McDaniel
* 600 runners & walkers
* 200 sponsors/donors
* all committed to end homelessness 

Bank Challenge Winner, Bay Federal!
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For the first time, PVSS has two ongoing Emergency Shelter volunteers. 
Meet Joyce and Talla

Talla helps two evenings a week. 

At age 11, Talla Riazi, moved to California 
from Europe. In 2014, she received her B.S. in 
Neuroscience from UCSC. She volunteers and 
works at a local hospital and at a rehab facility. 
She has also worked as a Certified Nurse 
Assistant. Her desire is to work in the medical 
field and help people in diverse communities.

“The kindhearted and hardworking 
volunteers, staff, and clients at PVSS 
made me want to contribute and help 
end homelessness. I have gained so 

much respect for the mothers and their 
positive energies. As a volunteer, it is 
a great feeling to help out and witness 

children do well in school, and see 
families reaching their goals.” -Talla

People Making a Difference at PVSS

Angelica Martinez is PVSS' new Property Manager/Case 
Manager. She has been married for 17 years and is a 
proud mom of 3 boys. She is a native of Santa Cruz and 
has resided in Watsonville for 14 years. She is currently 
pursuing her higher education. Her career goal is to become 
a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (MFT). She is 
also part of the La Cultura Cura network. Angelica enjoys 
reading and is committed to making a difference in her 
community. She brings 10 years of Property Management 
experience to PVSS. 

PVSS Welcomes New Staff Member

Angelica Martinez, PVSS’ new 
Property Manager/Case Manager. 

Welcome Angelica!

Joyce M. Rodriguez-Gutierrez was born and 
raised in Watsonville. She graduated from 
UCSC in 2015, with a double major in Intensive 
Psychology and Theater Arts. While recruiting 
families for a psychology study, Joyce met a 
mother and her child at the Watsonville Public 
Library who were interested in participating. 
The mother shared with her that she lived at the 
Emergency Shelter. Joyce came to meet her at 
the shelter, but never got a chance to see her 
again.

“After graduating college, that 
resonated with me, so I decided to 
volunteer at PVSS and give back to 

my community. No matter how much 
or little you do to help out, it all makes 
a difference for these families. You’ll 
widen your perspective and forever 

change your view of life.” -Joyce

Joyce volunteers one evening a week. 

Want to take a 45-minute 
tour of our programs? 

Contact us at 831.728.5649 
or info@pvshelter.org 

to schedule a tour. 

Ending the Cycles of Homelessness Together

“In this job [at PVSS], I really feel like I combine 
my passion for helping others 

along with my professional skills. 
I get the best of both worlds.” -Angelica 



Pajaro Valley Shelter Services
115 Brennan Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

Non-profit org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Watsonville, CA

Permit  #5

Return Service Requested

Consider including Pajaro Valley 
Shelter Services in your will when 

planning your estate or living trust. 
Tax ID # 94-1393418

PVSS’ Wish List 
• Free Counseling sessions
• Industrial pots and pans
• Flat Screen TV- for 

Emergency Shelter
• Full-size pick-up truck 

Because of you,
during the 2016-17 fiscal year: 

Mi hijo mayor me dijo, “te veías bonita cuando te graduaste. Voy a tomar tu ejemplo para también 
graduarme de la escuela.” -Araceli 

"My eldest son told me, ‘you looked very pretty when you graduated. I'm going to take your example to also 
graduate from high school.’”-Araceli [from front page]

66 families served (230 people), 2/3 were children

PVSS' families work towards meeting at least 
3 out 5 goals, saving money, and 
achieveing permanent housing.  

Shelter Waiting list: 
30 to 87 families 

at any time are on 
our wait list.


